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Editor’s Note

every table. These offered

valuable insights to new and Bruce Grinstead
Maybe a bit late for a show re- experienced modelers. editor@ipmsottawa.ca
623-3346

port, but I ‘found’ some pic-
tures sent to me by John Flem- A valuable show that offers us
to display and view our favor-

. ing of the Museum of Science - -
This Issue and Technology model show, i€ Pastime in a non-contest
This is the first show that I atmosphere.  More pictures

Museum Show 2 have attended at the museum ar¢ available on page two, and
are also posted on the web

Events Calendar 2 and must say that it was really <
well laid out. site.

Mustang III 3
It definitely couldn’t be as-
sumed that we are a dedi-
cated aircraft-building chap-
ter, as all facets of the hobby
were well represented. I was
particularly impressed with
the ‘works-in-progress’ that
were happening at just about
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Museum of Science and Technology Show

Photos By John Fleming

Part of Wayne Giles collection

Events Calendar

February

Jamie Leggo will speak about
Mr. Howard, a WWII Mustang B
Ace.

Contest: Ad Hoc

March

Frank Cawley, a former City
Counsellor for Orleans and vet-
eran WWI pilot will be the guest
speaker.

Contest: Ad Hoc

Mike Belcher cooks up his resin magic

Graham Mansell and Mike Roy
(it really was bright in there!)
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IPMS Ottawa is the local chapter of
IPMS Canada. Meetings are held at the
Science and Technology Museum, 1867
St. Laurent Blvd., on the first Wednesday
of each month from 7:30pm to 9:30pm.
Visitors and guests are welcome.

Club Membership Information:
Dues are $15.00 per year which permits
members to take part in club contests,
events, and the yearly members auction.

Poststrike is the official journal of the
IPMS Ottawa Chapter. Articles may be
copied and re-used provided credit is
given to the original author and IPMS
Ottawa. Contributions are welcome from
any readers of Poststrike, not just club
members. IPMS Ottawa does not pay for
any submissions. No promise is made to

. publish submitted material and where

necessary submissions will be edited.
Submissions of articles, tips, items
needed, or questions for Poststrike can
be dropped off at a meeting or sent to:

editor@ipmsottawa.ca

IPMS Canada

Club members are encouraged to
become members of our

national association and parent
body IPMS Canada. Member-
ships are $24.00 Canadian per
year and are available from:

IPMS Canada

PO Box 626, Station B
Ottawa, Ontario

K1P 5P7

Inquiries or submissions can be
made via their Internet address:

mig@ipmscanada.com
or visit their website at:
www.ipmscanada.com
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Mustahg III By Randy Lutz

Building Tamiya's new 1/48 North American Mustang
MK III. Our model represents the personal mount of, Pol-
ish Captain Eugeniusz Horbaczewski, Squadron Leader
of No. 315 "Deblinski" Squadron during August, 1944.

THE MODEL

The Oxford Dictionary de-
fines a masterpiece as "the
consummate piece of work-
manship, or one's best work."
This definition best describes
the quality of Tamiya's R.A.
F. Mustang Mk III. In all my
30 years of model building,
this is the first model I have
encountered that did not re-
quire contour putty of any
kind. Mind you, I have built
many models without putty,
which in retrospect could
have benefited from the filler.
But, this model is the excep-
tion.

Tamiya's Mustang is moulded
in medium grey plastic with a
good assortment of canopy
options: closed Malcolm
hood; closed clam-shell can-
opy or; open clam-shell. The
canopies are a touch on the
thick side, but have amazing
clarity. Everyone has been
complaining about the curved
cockpit floor, and how it
should be the flat wood vari-
ety. I admit that Tamiya got
it wrong, but it is something I
can live with, if it comes with
a kit that assembles so well.
Once the closed Malcolm
hood is installed, the floor is
really not that visible. The
model has its fair share of
small inaccuracies, but none
of them relate to fit or con-
struction problems. Specifi-
cally, they are the American
style control stick and Ameri-
can style bombs, both of
which should be replaced by
British equivalents. One ma-

jor plus is the option of build-
ing it with the flaps down.
This is the only 1/48 Mustang
kit on the market that has this
feature.

As this kit was to be built out-
of-the-box, using the kit de-
cals, any modifications were
limited to what would pass at
an IPMS Competition.

Construction started with the
interior, which was air-
brushed with Model Master
Interior Green (FS34151).
The seat was finished in
Model Master Chromate
Green, while the radio gear
and instrument panel were
painted with Black Chrome.
A dark wash was applied to
all the green components, and
once dry, was followed by
three applications of green
dry-brushing.  Each subse-
quent dry-brushing was
slightly lighter than the previ-
ous until I had created a nice
contrast between the dark ar-
eas and the high-lights. A
multi-step, grey dry-brushing
process was also used for the
black chrome areas to break
up the mono-chromatic look.
Afterwards, small traces of
red were applied to select ar-
eas of the instrument panel,
side consoles, and control
stick. Micro Scale Kristal
Kleer was applied to the in-
strument faces, and the kit
supplied seat belt decal was
finally added to the seat.
Tamiya supplies a decal for
the instrument panel, but I
find these are a little to vi-

brant in comparison with the
rest of the interior.

Part numbers Al3 and B15
are the radiator and oil
cooler. These two parts were
airbrushed with Metalizer
Aluminium, and then given a
black wash to pick out the
details. The tail wheel open-
ing was airbrushed with Tes-
tors Zinc Chromate Yellow,
and then the fuselage halves
were assembled, trapping all
the previously finished inte-
rior components.

Step three of the instruction
relates to the installation of
the exhaust pipes. Tamiya
suggests installing them at
this stage, but this would lead
to unnecessary masking. |
found it best to leave them off

“..first model | have
encountered that
did not require
contour putty

of any kind.”
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Mustang III (con) By Randy Lutz

until after painting. You
should however, verify with
photographs of the subject
being modeled, as both
shrouded and not-shrouded
exhausts are included with the
kit. Horbaczewski's Mustang
had the not-shrouded style.
These two parts were air-
brushed with Metalizer Burnt
Iron, after the pipes were
drilled out.

The upper and lower halves
of the wing were assembled
and the wheel wells were fin-
ished in three different colors.
The main spar at the back of
the wheel well was painted
Chromate Yellow, Interior
Green was applied to the
main spar that separates the
two wells, and the remainder
of the wells was finished in
Metalizer Aluminium.
Tamiya's instructions indicate
a wheel well color of Interior
Green overall, but based on
two of my references
(Camouflage and Markings,
N. A. Mustang, RAF North-
ern Europe 1936-45, and P-
51 Mustang in Color) this is
incorrect. A dark wash was
next applied to the details and
then the gear doors were
tacked in place, in the closed
position using Kristal Kleer.
This prevents any underside
colour over-spray from get-
ting in the wells. The main
wing and both stabilizers
were installed at this time.
The fit of these parts is su-
perb. No filler of any kind is
necessary. At this point, the
engine cowl breather vents,
gun barrels and any other
miscellaneous openings were
drilled out.

PAINTING
Next, the canopy was in-

stalled, the framing masked
off, and then given a light
coat of Interior Green. The
instruction show an external
rear view mirror on Horbac-
zewski's aircraft, but this is
incorrect. He did have a mir-
ror, but it was the internal
type, so leave off part A3. 1
was now ready to start paint-
ing the model, and it was at
this point some of the major
errors in the instruction sheet
came to my attention.
Tamiya's painting guide does
not indicate the white band on
the nose, immediately behind
the spinner. This was a stan-
dard identification feature on
RAF Mustangs, and is quite
evident in all photos of Hor-
baczewski's Mustang. It
should be a scale 12" in
depth, starting from the front
of the cowl and terminating at
the forward edge of the ex-
haust opening. The second
major painting error relates to
the white wing L[.D. bands.
Tamiya does not indicate any
bands on Horbaczewski's air-
craft, yet page 5 of the Air-
cam Aviation Series No.3,
Mustang in Foreign Service
has two excellent photos
which clearly show the bands.

So, with this new evidence in
hand, the Tamiya painting
guide was set aside. Testors
Model Master Insignia White
(FS17875) was used for the
spinner and wing bands.
Xtracolor X7 Sky was ap-
plied to the fuselage for the

rear band, and Xtracolor
X106 Insignia Yellow
(FS13538) was airbrushed

along the leading edge of the
wings, instead of using the
decals supplied in the kit. All
of these areas were masked
off and then the remainder of

the model was finished in
Xtracolor X3 Medium Sea
Grey, X1 Dark Green and X6
Ocean Grey. A hard edge
demarcation line is used to
separate the upper and lower
camouflage colours. A soft,
but tight demarcation is used
between the two upper col-
ours which is best accom-
plished freehand, as opposed
to trying raised edged masks.
I find the masks tend to pro-
duce wuneven results, with
some areas featuring soft
over-spray while other areas
are almost hard edged.

DECALS
The decals were next to be
applied. Tamiya's decals are
produced by Scalemaster®
using the Invisa-clear© proc-
ess. In terms of adhesion,
they are excellent, but the
registration is terrible. The
focal point of any Aces' air-
craft is the scoreboard, and
on mine the victory crosses
were printed out of register.
In fact they are so far off, I
prefer to look at the side
without the scoreboard. An-
other problem with the decals
is the size of the personal
markings. Based on photo-
graphs, the row of bombing
mission markers and the vic-
tory crosses are printed
slightly oversize. Also, I tend
to think the row of bombs on
the nose should be yellow
instead of the white as given.
I base this assessment on the
detail photo found in the Air-
cam book. By comparing the
tonal values of the Polish
chessboard which is known to
be white, and the bombs, you
can see a difference in
shades. When applying the
fuselage national insignia and
squadron codes, make sure
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the "G" is slightly overlap-
ping the CI1 type roundel. It
is not shown this way in the
instructions, but is clearly
shown on pages 122 and 123
of the Mustang at War book.
Solvaset was used as a setting
solution, and if applied spar-
ingly, will not damage the
decals.

On the underside of the star-
board wing are three identifi-
cation lights. In the past I
have tried painting these free-
hand and have never been
happy with the results, but I
have since come up with a
new method. 1 airbrush 3
pieces of clear decal film with
Gunze-Sangyo Transparent
Red, Transparent Green and
Testors Turn Signal Amber.
Using a Waldron punch, I am
able to produce small disks of
coloured decal film which are
applied like regular decals.
Once the model is finished,
they are covered with Future
Floor Wax to give them a
high gloss appearance.

LANDING GEAR
Prior to painting the wheels
and undercarriage, both
halves of the wheel hubs were
drilled out, as well as the
landing gear oleo scissors and
tie down rings. Then the
struts and hubs were air-
brushed in Metalizer Steel,
given a dark wash, and small
strips of aluminum foil, shiny
side out, were glued to the
shock portion of the gear leg.
Testors Pla Rubber was
sprayed on the tires, and then
they were dry brushed with
dark, medium, and then light
grey to add depth and define
the tread detail.

(cont...)
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Mustang III (con) By Randy Lutz

WEATHERING

All the all panel lines were
treated to a dark grey wash,
and a black wash was flowed
into all the control surfaces.
Minor chipping and scuffing
was accomplished with a
mixture of silver enamel and
Windsor and Newton Raw
Umber oil paint, which was
thinned slightly with turpen-
tine and applied with 000
brush. The model was then
airbrushed with Testors Dull-
coat. At this time, the gear
doors that were previously
tacked in place, were re-
moved and the inside surfaces
were sprayed with Testors
Metalizer Buffing Aluminum.
On the inboard gear cover,
there is a reinforcing plate
which was polished to a
higher shine than the remain-
der of the door using SnJ pol-
ishing powder. With the un-
dercarriage glued in place,
the model was ready for the
application of chalk pastels.

Starting on the underside, the
wheel wells were given a
dusting of dark grey pastels in
the corners, and immediately
behind the oil cooler and ra-
diator outlet. A medium grey
was applied along all the
panel lines and then gently
streaked back using a large
sable brush. Various shades

of green and grey were ap-
plied to the topsides. To ac-
centuate the ribbed frame-
work on the fabric control
surfaces, dark grey pastels
were brushed into all the low
areas between the actual ribs.
Then, lighter shades of green
and grey were applied to the
high points of the ribs. The
undercarriage was dusted
with a light tan, while the
propeller blades were
streaked with light grey.

The last details involved the
addition of the whip radio
antenna which was made
from fine surgical wire, and
the painting of the navigation
lights.

Overall, this model was a
breeze to assemble. Tamiya
has engineered the fit of com-
ponents as if it were a Swiss
watch. To date, it ranks as
the finest aircraft model I
have ever built. Sometimes
model building can be a frus-
trating pastime, but this
model was nothing but pleas-
ure. I give it two thumbs up!

BACKGROUND
At the close of hostilities in
Europe the Polish Air Force
fighter squadrons had ac-
counted 922 confirmed and
188 probable victories. In

addition they claimed 258
damaged enemy aircraft and
produced forty-one aces, six
of which had shot down ten
or more aircraft. Perhaps the
most legendary of all Polish
aces was Squadron Leader
Eugeniusz Horbaczewski.
Polish pilots were noted for
their bravery and Horbaczew-
ski was no exception. On
June 22, 1944, while No. 315
Deblinski Squadron was on a
strafing mission, W.O. T.
Tarnowiez was shot down by
flak and crashed in a marsh.
Horbaczewski landed on an
uncompleted Normandy land-
ing strip and rescued his com-
rade and flew back to base
sitting on his lap. On August
18, twelve Mustangs from
315 Squadron engaged 60
FW-190s. During the ensu-
ing battle which lasted 15
minutes they claimed 16 en-
emy aircraft shot down for
loss of only one Mustang.
This single loss was that of
Squadron Leader Eugeniusz
Horbaczewski, but not before
he downed 3 Focke-Wulfs.
Horbaczewski's final tally
was 16 % aircraft and 4 V-1
Flying bombs destroyed.

REFERENCE
- Aircam Aviation Series
No.3, Mustang in Foreign
Service. Osprey Publish-

ing. Page 5. (This publi-
cation has some of the
best photos of Horbac-
zewski's personal mark-

ings.)

Camouflage and Mark-
ings, N. A. Mustang, RAF
Northern Europe 1936-45,
Ducimus Books Limited.

P-51 Mustang in Color,
Squadron Publications.

Mustang at War, Roger A.
Freeman. Ian Allen Ltd.,
Surrey England. Pages
122 and 123. (Provided
the only photos in my col-
lection that showed the
correct placement of the
squadron codes in relation
to the fuselage roundel).

P-51 Mustang Detail and
Scale by Bert Kinzey.
Squadron Publications,
Carrollton Texas.



